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Saudi Arabia Maritime Law
Introduction
Maritime laws are those that govern the operations of businesses in the sea and shores of a country. They mostly regulate private entities operating across the seas to which a country has a coast. These rules are usually exact and different from the national laws set by the government. They are also responsible for activities such as licensing of businesses in the sea, inspection of cargos and ships, insurance, and other related activities. They vary from country to country. However, there is an international body called the International Maritime Organization (IMO) that regulates these operations. Over one hundred countries are members of IMO. Saudi Arabia joined the convention back in 1969 (Al-Bisher, et al., 2012).
Saudi has built its new maritime rules to a more modern structure that will see sea operations in a better way. The new maritime laws in Saudi have come in place to empower the port businesses and make Saudi ports a magnet of traders and investors. These are not the only recent laws but also the shipping agent rules that have been implemented to ensure legal shipping of cargos and proper documentation (Al-Bisher, et al., 2012). The new maritime regulations in the kingdom of Saudi covers various fields starting with ownership and transfer of ownership, licensing of both the cargo and the ship, contract formation and citizenship, and documentation. Salvage and ship arrest are also added in these rules and regulations.
Maritime Insurance according to the Saudi Maritime law
This particular regulation is displayed in article 15 of the Saudi Maritime laws conveyed to modernize the port businesses while at the same time regulating them. The Insurance article provides that a contractor in the marine business shall develop a contract with the person whom they are working with and later subject it to an Insurance policy. This policy shall cover for the contractor's liability on the contract financially as provided for in this regulation. Article 17, which is part of the Insurance regulation, states that the insurer's name, the numerical code of the policy, and the specific date it was acquired shall all be indicated in the bill of landing. However, in Saudi, all involving commercial activities are usually subject to the Saudi Arabia Monetary Agency and are mutually governed under the insurance laws or what the Saudis call Cooperative Insurance Companies (Al-Ghadyan, 1999). The provisions of the above agencies do not necessarily affect the Maritime laws in Saudi, as some are not applicable.
The main thing that Saudi Arabia Maritime Agency is responsible for is Insurance policy wording. They approve the insurance policy wordings before they can be used by businesses in the marine. The contractors to are not allowed to make any amendments before insurance product approval. Article 16, however, stipulates how the insurance policy should not contain aspects that make the contractor face limitations in his or her financial rights towards the sender or even bring upon limitations on the rights of the sender or recipient of the cargo (Bashir, 2019). Examples of such liabilities and rights are displayed in article 36 which states that in case the delay by the recipient to pick goods goes beyond two days the amount charged shall not exceed the transportation fee previously negotiated while at the same time in case of damage on the goods, whether directly or indirectly the amount the compensator incurs to the sender or receiver shall not exceed the initial transportation cost. Moreover, article 38 gives room for negotiations and bargains (Al-Ghadyan, 1999). The affected parties are given room to either agree on compensation in case of damage or fine in case of late picking. Such relationships and liabilities should not be affected by the insurance policy.
According to Al-Ghadyan (1999), the insurance regulations, in this case, too, necessitates the recipient of goods to inform the contractor about any damages on goods or even loss within twenty-four hours, which is one day. However, sometimes loss might occur and is not apparent. In such a case, the information should reach the contractor within two weeks, which in this context is fourteen days. Sometimes loss might occur due to negligence by the contractor, such that he or she may not be able to submit the goods to the recipient even after arriving. Such cases, in the maritime insurance of Saudi, are expected to reach the recipient's desk within two weeks too. Currently, in Saudi, unlike what existed before in the courts, Reservation of Rights is viewed in the angle of deliveries.
Maritime Salvage according to the Saudi Maritime law
According to Rice (1985), Maritime salvage is the process of acquiring a ship or part of a ship that remains in case of a drowning or any other factor. The new Saudi law on Maritime Salvage pays more attention to the ship navigators and their compensations than any other thing. In the laws, two articles are outlined for this topic. In article 222, the Saudi Arabia government put it out clear that incase a ship happens to hit a place or seized or even experience a natural drowning, and it happens that it is entirely lost, the navigators of this particular vessel shall not request for payment of wages. However, it tells that if these same people had previously in one way or another received the whole or part of the wage they are supposed to have received, and they will not be required to return it.
Article 223 of the Maritime laws also speaks for salvage. This portion is still on the basics of navigators and their wages. The part allows the navigators to use any recovered piece of the ship or good to compensate themselves. The article puts it out clearly that, if the drowned ship had a remainder that was recovered, the navigators should use it to pay their wages. The navigators are given authority by this article to either take up remaining pieces of stuff or parts of the ship to yield their wages (Rice, 1985). The above two articles on salvage in the maritime laws are in favor of the navigators who risk wage loss in case of drowning or any other accidents in the sea that may cause drowning.
To wrap up the matter, the Saudi government is in a race to both modernize the maritime laws and operations in the Saudi Arabian harbors.  Maritime operations are lucrative areas that may impact the economy of a country very positively when they are well stipulated and implemented. Saudi Arabia, just like any other country pursuing economic growth and expansion of its markets, has taken these regulations to empower their ports to become what most investors may term favorable, while at the same time safeguarding their Citizens against exploitation (Rice, 1985). Both the insurance and salvage rules in the new maritime laws allow the businesses of the sea to be more independent compared to others but, at the same time following the best paths. It is for the safety of businesses involved and also the wellbeing of the Saudi citizens that the King of Saudi and his cabinet built up these laws. Predictions are that Saudi will experience a flow of investors shortly willing to put up freight businesses that will, in turn, build the economy of the country as a result of the implementation of these maritime rules. 
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